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| =Opening and Citations= |
Gradual Parametric Change?
Rewisiting the Loss of Non-Nominative Experiencers of Like*

This paper investigates the replacement of dative/accusative Expeniencers of like by
nominative ones i the history of English. The literature on this issue has traditionally
supposed that this change was caused by the decline of the dative case ending
However, Allen (19935) reveals that there was a substantial time lag between the decline
of the morphological dative and the loss of non-nominative Experiencers and that
nominative and non-nominative Expenencers coexisted for more than a century. This
is problematic for the wiew of the lanpuage change endorsed by the
principles-and-parameters approach, which clams that changes of this kind should
occur in an abrupt and radical fashion. To reconcile this paradox, I put forth an analysis
that makes use of two parameters, maintaining that the emergence of nominative
Experiencers was enabled by the decline of the morphological dative, while the loss of
non-nominative Experiencers stemmed from the loss of verb second This analysis can
also account for residual non-nommative Expenencers in Modem Enghish.

1. Introduction

Studies in historical syntax within the generative framework generally assume that
grammatical changes result from the resetting of parametric values that are mmnately
built into human language. Since generative grammar makes a strong clam that
parameter setting is a once-and-for-all process, camed out when children acquire their
mother tongue, it is predicted that prammatical changes also take place catastrophically.
This expectation. however, is often betrayed by the historical data recorded in the
lLiterature. This is the case when a syntactic property X changes into another property ¥
through an mtermediate stage where X and Y are both allowed. Given that X and Y are
phenotypes of a relevant parameter P, the discrepancy between the presumed
parametric change and the actual data change can be illustrated as m (1).

(1) a. parametric change: P(x) — P(3)
b. actual data change: X — XY -

1



This situation presents a serious challenge to the generative approach to grammatical

changes, particularly in cases where a single speaker (with a single parametric value)
equally accepts both X and Y.

*gNP*
(4) a Experiencer-Theme
hun  him s sige gelicade
how hm-Dat the-Nom victory-Nom  liked
‘how the victory had pleased him’ (Or 84.32 / Denison (1993: 72))
b.  Theme-Expeniencer
ge

noldon  gode Lician on godum mgehyde
you-Nom mot-would God-Dat like in good understanding
“You would not please God with good understanding

(ECHom IL 44 332.160 / Allen (1995: 146-147))

*SNIP*

Interestingly enough, we can also find non-nominative Expeniencers in Chaucer’s
writings such as the following:’



=Figure=
To sum up, according to the survey by Allen the chronological relation among the
decline of the dative case ending, the emergence of nommative Expenencers, and the
loss of non-nominative Experiencers can be summanzed as in Figure 1. This timetable
is based on the Midland and Southern dialects. The gray shading of the dative case
ending indicates that the residual dative suffix -2 can only appear in the environment
where nouns are selected by prepositions:

900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600
|
[

. [ [ [ [ | [

Mon-Mom EX with NP TH
MNon-Mom EX wath CL. TH

Nommnative EXX

Stage I Stage I Stage III
Figure 1. The Chronological Eelation between the Loss of the Dative Case Ending and
(Mon-JNominative Experiencers of Like

Throughout OF and early ME, only non-nominative Expeniencers appeared both m the
NP-TH and CL-TH constructions (Stage I). In the mid-14th century, nominative
Experiencers were infroduced in addition to non-nominative ones (Stage II). By the
beginning of the 16th century, non-nominative Expeniencers came to be limited to the
CL-TH construction, and were eventually lost during this time (Stage IIT).



=Tree Diagram and Table= |

(18) CcP

¢ Tm
S

EFP [“:P] A

FP 8
rd_'_ﬂ_,.:-‘_\-\.\_\_\_\_\-\_\-
P Vv NE-TH
|
Dat lician
Table 2
Frequency of Preyen and Bisechen
Chaucer Gower | Langland
preyen 169 38 T
bisechen 26 17 2
4
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| =Notes and References= |

NOTES

*  Ths research was supported in part by Grant-in-Aid for Young Scientists (B) from
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports. Science and Technology, Grant No.
21720176. I would like to express my gratimde to anonymous reviewers for
providing me with useful comments and suggestions on an earlier version of this
paper. All remaining errors are my own responsibility.

1. Unless othermise indicated, examples are cited from the Penn-Helsinki Parsed
Corpus of Middle English, Jnd edition (Kroch and Taylor (20007) and from the
FPenn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Early Modern English (Kroch, Santonini and
Dhertam (2004)). The final hine in each example gives an abbreviated filename for
the source text followed by the sentence ID from the corpus file.
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